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THANK YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN, DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE CC)MMIT~EE. 

I APPRECIA~E THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPEAR BEFORE YOU AND'R$SPO, TO 

1 
,I 

I 'I 

QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE IMPACT OF THE EMERGING 

TELECOMMUNLCATIONS TECHNOLOGIES ACT ON THE DEPARTMENT O~ 

TRANSPORTA~ION, INCLUDING THE COAST GUARD AND FEOERAL,AVIATI~ 
I < 

ADMINISTRAT.ION. ·! 

I 
I 

AS CHIEF OF THE COAST GUARD'S OFFICE OF COMMAND, CONT~~ AND I 
COMMUNICATIONS, I MANAGE THE USE OF THE RADIO SP!CTR~ ~ TH~ 
COAST GUARD AND THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION'S oTaE~ SUR~Cl­
MODE AGENCIES. THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IS R$S~NSI~S 
FOR ABOUT 50,000 RADIO FREQUENCY ASSIGNMENTS. MANY 0! 118ESB l 
ASSIGNMENTS! ARE FOR MOBILE UNITS COVERING LARGE GEOG~P~IC ~AS; 

ONE ASSIGNMENT MAY INCLUDE AS MANY AS SEVERAL HUNDRED I~ .• IVItAL 

RADIO UNITS! ON SHIPS, AIRCRAFT, OR r..AND VEHICLES. 
I 

ONE EXAMPLE\ OF HOW WE COULD BE AFFECTED BY THIS ACT IS ~E 
MICROWAVE SPECTRUM IN THE 1710-1850 MHZ BAND, WHICH I ur4>sasT MD 

I 
IS WITHIN THE 13 PERCENT OF THE EXC~USIVE FEDERAL SPEdTRf™ BB Mq 
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CONSIDERED FOR AT LEAST PARTIAL RE~ALLOCATION TO THE1P~IV!A,, 

SECTOR. WE ARE HEAVILY DEPENDENT UPON THIS BAND FOR ·OBEMTirN· Cle ~;!: ~ 

OUR VESSEL TRAFFIC SERVICES, SEARCH AND RESCUE CONTR~L. \ ;: 
l 

COMMUNICATIONS, AND REMOTE OPERATION OF OUR RECEIVER$ 'lfHICR GU~N> 
. j 

MARITIME DISTRESS CHANNELS. THE FEDERAL AVIATION AOMI~ISTtuf'ION 

IS EVEN MORE DEPENDENT UPON THAT BAND FOR OPERATION OF THII~ AtR 
j 

TRAFFIC CONTROL SYSTEMS. BEFORE COMING HERE THIS MORNING, I 

CHECKBD SPECTRUM AVAILABILITY IN THIS BAND FOR THREE CI~IBS HiRe . 

WE OPBRATE VESSEL TRAFFIC SERVICES: NEW YORK CITY, PUGB~ SO 0 

~ ' 
'' J ' 

AND SAN FRANCISCO. WE FOUND NO UNUSED, AVAILABLE SPSCT~UM I 

THESE CITIES. SOME OTHER MICROWAVS SPECTRUM WHICH Cqf.JIJ> IS 

AVAILABLE, SUCH AS THE 8 GHZ BA.NO, IS SIMILARLY CONGESTSO., I 

~: ; 
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t 
WOULD BE HARD-PRBSSED TO RE-ACCOMMODATE OUR VESSEL T~FtIC 

SERVICES AlND OTHBR SAFETY SERVICES IF WE WERE FORCED '10! MOVE FR)ff: J. 
THIS 1710-1850 MHZ BAND. 

WITH THAT $AID, THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION UNOEftS'tAND8
1

TfilB 
! 

NEED TO IMfROVE THE COMPETITIVB POS[TION OF OUR 

TELECOMMUN~CATIONS INDUSTRY AND THE DESIRE FOR THE PA8S4GB' 
'· 

THIS BILL SY THE PRIVATB SECTOR. WE SUPPORT GREATER OP~NNI~ 
i 

THE FEDERAti GOVERNMENT AND NON-GOVERNMENT SPECTRUM M~IWl~EMI 
i, ·-.,-·I 

IN 

PROCESS ANQ ENHANCED COOPERATION BETWEEN THE FEDERAL $()~~~~ 
I 

AND NON-GO~ERNMENT ENTITIES, AND HAVE PROPOSED SEVERA~ ~PllCI . 
. I 

MEANS OF DOING SO TO THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. WE AL'f> 
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THE EFFOR'IS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND OTHERSiTQ 4Pll' 
. ' \\ 

TO BALANCB THE NEEDS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ANO T8EIPR1V"f'B: 

SECTOR. ?OR THAT REASON, THE COAST GUARD AND THE DE~~ or 
TRANSPORTATION PREFER THE ADMINISTRATION'S LEGISLATIVE IPROPdsAL. 

WE BELIEVE THE ADMINISTRATION'S VERSION WOULD PROVID8 'llHB I 
DEPARTMENT' OF COMMERCE GREATER FLEXIBILITY IN R!LEASlN~ FIDaru-L 

GOVERNMENT' SPECTRUM, WHILE MINIMIZlNG RISK TO OltPARTt.;El'fr OF I 
' I l 

' ~ 

TRANSPORTATION SAFETY SERVICES SUCK AS VESSEL TRAFFiq SBRVICflS 
. I 

AND AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL. AND, WE BELIEVE THIS VERSIQN ~BfTBr 

ADDRESSES REIMBURSEMENT TO THOSE AGENCIES FORCED TO RE-i 

ACCOMMODATE THEIR TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS. 

THANK YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN. I WOULD BE HAPPY TO ANSWER AN't 

QUESTIONS ?OU OR THE OTHER MEMBERS MIGHT HAVE. 
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