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STATEMENT OP 'l'UB HONORAaLZ: JBRRY RALPH ctl'ft-8)'., NA'l'J.ONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 
SAFETY ADMINISTRATOR, BEFORE THE aonst: COMMITTEE ON PUBL!'C WORS:S AND 
TRANSPORTATION, SU8COMMI 'l'TE!: ON AVIATION, CONCERNING HIS NOMINATION ro 
SERVE AS ADMINISTRATOR OF TBE FEDERAL AVl:A'l'lON ADMINISTRATION. 
NOVEMBER 25, 1991. 

Mr. Chairman and Member.£ of the Com.mi t·tee; 

'J:fh~nk ~ou for th(S Uf'i>QCtunicy i:o aptiear bet.are you today 

conce~ning a bill to provide for my appointment as the 

Administr.a~nr of th~ Fedecal Aviation Adminictration. ffy 

r~marks Will be bciet. 

It is gratifying t:o hav-e had the opfiOC~uuH:y to secve under tne 

leadership of Secretary Skinner as Administrator of the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Adminis.t.r1t1".i-nn, and I am truly honoced 

that th~ President: hae nominated me to continue in public 

service as Administrator of the FAA. 

Althou9n my experience as an a9iator has bec;n in the militacy 

flying multi-engin,e fixed wing aircr·aft as well as hA1 iC"'.op.ters, 

I have hllu loul:J ~xpecien<=e w1tll and exposur~; to the FAA. As an 

aviator, I have long felt a deep appreciation both in the United 

Stat.A~ Ann overseas £or this extraordinary i:lgency which h-os 

brought our ~ation the safest and most efficient air 

transportation system in the world. I have alsn had tha 

opportunity, from my ~~1vi~~ in the DepartmE~n~, to see firsthand 

the cornmi tment and dedication of the FAA' s \11or kforce in assuring 

that our air transportation syste~ stays that w~y. 

11-25-91 09:26AM P-010 ~33 



fl.l-Oll /-013 
1~125/H ... 1-0:25 ----- -----····· -- ...... ------ - .. -- . 

.~ 

• -2-

If I am conf irmeo, I would hope to bri-ng to the FAA a leader ship 

:atyle shaped by exper icnc.e at .i:ill or9ani zat:1onal levels• I 

started my 34-year career in the U.S. Army as a pri\'ate during 

the Kor.ean War, an(I I retired in l-09"1 a<B the Dcpu-ty Corpe 

commander ot V C.Orps in Frankfurt, Germany. Afterwa.rd, I wa-s an 

executive in the private sect.or, before ceenterinq public 

service wa the NDTSA Administralor. 

My military career spannAn many aetivi<tiea. including paacGttima 

dud combat. service as an aviator. I was fortunate to receive a 

number of decorations during my milita~y servic.e, but amo·ng 

those I most value o~c my Ma.ste-r Army Avia.t..oi: Btttll:j~ ctnd Ai~ 

Medals. 

Aviotion i~ not only c vocation, llut an avo•cation as -well--a 

lifetime passion for many of us. And it is that stco~9 sense of 

commitment t.o .:.v'iation, along wi·th a clear rcco9nition of its 

importance to our Nation, that I brin<3 to the assignment of PAA 

Administrator. 

As the Members of the Conunittee know well, the FAA is a larg~ 

operating our Nation's air traffi<: control system, I believ,e 

that my managerial experience, including managing ltSrQA nmnhtH$; 

of employees and exper 1ence in procut"ement, budgetin9, and 

strategic planning, would enable me ·to provide appcopriat.e 

leadership ;;nd stability to this vitally im1poct.ant. ag.eney. My 
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n::i gu 1 atory experience cal NHTSA should hrelp i:ne in overseeing this 

critical facet of th.e agency's mission. And my past involvement 

in overseeing the Anny's engineerinA;! test and evaluation 

activities has givP.n mP an important parspe~::tive of the need for 

vigorou~ n~vlew aoo assessment ot complex e~iuipment before it is 

put into practical application. 

The bArfrock of our air tc.::insportation system, w.tii~h ha-s allowoo 

ic to evolve into such an important pact of ou~ daily existence, 

has been its extraordinarily b i·gh safety le"e 2.s. The FAA has 

been the driving force in seeking to continunu~ly improve that 

saf Pty, and system safety hao been at. the V.f.~ry top or die 

agency· s pr ioc it ie s. I can assure you th.at it will be mine as 

well, and that I will be a strong and pershtent advo.cat.e for 

the resources, tools, and an thor i ty necessa 1:y foe the Fl\>. to 

continue t.o offer the Americdu public the hj.ghest level 'Of 

sate·ty anc efficiency of any mode of travel anywhere in the 

world. 

If I <lm confirmed, I wlll b·e cornrn1tte<l to as;surin.g that our 

Nation's airways remain open for all to us.e, an.a that we act 

now, but with appropriate planning and visi<m, to assure that we 

have th& fn11ndation for the air tcan.:.port.:ition ::sy::stem w.e need in 

the coming ClecalJI:!~. Aviation lies at the very heart of our 

economic well-being, particularly as we mov.e steadily towar~ a 

global economy and macketplace. I will continue -t·o empha<Size 

international coopP.r~t.ion in ah· tca£fic c:uana~-cmcn-t • 
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I know that the job of FAA Administtatoit is a parti"Culacly 

demanding and important one with many cball.en9P.l'I. 'l'hP. men and 

women of the FAA area dadicateG and oompctc111·t .o."lfcty 

professionals whu day in and day ouc delllOns:trate puoli>C service 

at its best. If confirmed, I will have the~ opportunity to wot k 

with them as part of a team effort to make the best aviation 

system in the world even better. 

Before closing, Mr. Chairman, I thank ynu ;rnn the Committee for 

tnnr wi 1 linaness to schedule this hearin9 c1n ouch 3hort noti~4. 

I :oissure :tou that, if conEirml!'cJ '2ml df:'~lul.~il ct:;; Administ:ra·t.or, 

I will work closely with the Me1t1be.rs of this Cornmi ttee toward 

the continued improvement of our air transport at ion sys tern. 

That completes my prepared statement. I am pleased to respond 

to any questions you may have at this time .. 
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