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I' 

Rear Admiral J. William Kime 
Chief, Office of Marine Safety, 

Security and Environmental Protection 
United States Coast Guard 

Rear Admiral John William Kime became Chief. Office of 
Marine Safety. Security and Environmental Protection in 
Washington. in 1986. This office resulted from combining the 
Offices of Merchant Marine Safety and Marine Environment 
and Systems. each of which RADM Kime had previously 
headed. 

RADM Kime was graduated from Baltimore City College 
in 1951 and the U.S. Coast Guard Academy in 1957. He 
received a Master of Science degree in naval architecture and 
marine engineering ·and the professional degree of naval 
engineer from Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 
Cambridge ( 1964). 

RADM Kime served in deck and engineering assignments 
on board the Coast Guard Cutter CASCO before assuming 
command of Loran Station Wake Island in 1960. He served at 
Coast Guard Headquarters in the Merchant Marine Technical 
and ~aval Engineering Divisions and afloat in Boston. as the first engineering officer aboard Coast 
Guard Cutter BOUTWELL. 

While at Headquarters, he served as the principal U.S. Negotiator at the International Maritime 
Organization (I MO) in London. during the drafting of the IMO Code for Liquefied Gas Ships and was in 
charge of the structural design of the polar star class Coast Guard icebreakers. 

In 1977, RADM Kime was a distinguished graduate of the Industrial College of the Armed Forces and 
was assigned to Coast Guard Headquarters as Assistant Chief of the Merchant Marine Technical 
Division, and both general coordinator and member of the U.S. Delegation to the International 
Conference on Tanker Safety and Pollution Prevention (TSPP) in London. in 1978. 

RADM Kime assumed duty as Commanding Officer. Marine Safety Office, Baltimore. in 1978. He 
was assigned to Coast Guard Headquarters in 1981 as Deputy Chief of the Office of Marine 
Environment and Systems and was Chief, Operations Division of the Seventh Coast Guard District, 
Miami. from 1982 until 1984 where his duties included daily direction of Coast Guard drug and illegal 
migrant interdiction in the Caribbean. RADM Kime has headed the U.S. delegation to the IMO 
Maritime Safety Committee and Marine Environment Protection Committee. 

He is a Registered Professional Engineer, member of Tau Beta Pi, Sigma XI. ASME, ASNE and 
SN AME. His decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal, five Meritorious Service Medals 
with operational distinguishing device, the Commendation Medal. the Achievement Medal, three 
Commandant's Letter of Commendation Ribbons with operational distinguishing device, two Unit 
Citations with operational distinguishing device and the Meritorious Unit Citation. 

RADM Kime, a Greensboro, N.C., native, is married to the former Valerie Jean Hiddlestone of 
Pontardulais, South Wales. 



THANK YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN. I AM REAR ADMIRAL J. WILLIAM KIME, CHIEF OF 

THE COAST GUARD'S OFFICE OF MARINE SAFETY, SECURITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION. I AM MOST PLEASED TO APPEAR BEFORE YOU TO ADDRESS THE 

PROPOSED LEGISLATION, H.R. 3039. 

WE VIEW THIS LEGISLATION AS AN ATTEMPT TO ADDRESS NATIONAL SECURITY 

AND FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES THROUGH SPECIFIC MODIFICATIONS OF NAVIGATION 

AND SAFETY LAWS. WE BELIEVE THAT THE NATIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN 

POLICY ISSUES SHOULD PROPERLY BE ADDRESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 

DEFENSE AND THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, RESPECTIVELY. AS THE AGENCY 

RESPONSIBLE FOR ADMINISTRATION OF THE NAVIGATION AND SAFETY LAWS, WE 

VIEW THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION AS A PRECEDENT WHICH COULD COMPLICATE 

THE FUTURE ADMINISTRATION OF THESE LAWS. 

UNDER CURRENT LAW AND REGULATIONS, VESSELS ARE REMOVED FROM U.S. 

REGISTRY EITHER THROUGH CANCELLATION OF THE CERTIFICATE OF 

DOCUMENTATION OR DELETION OF THE VESSEL FROM THE ROLLS OF VESSELS OF 

THE UNITED STATES. CANCELLATIONS ARE EFFECTED IF IT IS DISCOVERED 

THAT ISSUANCE OF THE CERTIFICATE WAS IMPROPER FOR ANY REASON. VESSELS 

ARE DELETED FROM DOCUMENTATION IF PLACED UNDER FOREIGN FLAG, 

TRANSFERRED IN WHOLE OR IN PART TO A NON-CITIZEN, OR IF ANY OWNER OF 

THE VESSEL CEASES TO BE A CITIZEN FOR DOCUMENTATION PURPOSES. VESSELS 

ARE ALSO DELETED IF THE OWNER NO LONGER ELECTS TO DOCUMENT THE VESSEL, 

FAILS TO SURRENDER THE DOCUMENT WHEN THE VESSEL IS SOLD, OR THE VESSEL 

IS PLACED UNDER THE COMMAND OF A PERSON NOT A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED 

STATES. VESSELS ARE ALSO DELETED IF THEY CEASE TO BE CAPABLE OF BEING 

USED AS A MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION BY WATER. 



THE REVOCATION OF DOCUMENTATION CONTEMPLATED IN THIS BILL IS A NEW 

FORM OF REMOVAL FROM DOCUMENTATION, AND IS NOT COVERED BY PRESENT 

REGULATORY PROCEDURES. 

THAT CONCLUDES MY COMMENTS, MR. CHAIRMAN. I WILL BE PLEASED TO ANSWER ~ 

ANY QUESTIONS YOU OR OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS MAY HAVE. 


