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GCX>D K>RNING. I AM C.APTAIN GENNARO S. DUCA, CHIEF OF STAFF, 

SE.VENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT, MIAMI, FIDRIDA. WITH ME IS 

a:J.1MANDER RENE ROUSSEL, CAPl'AIN OF THE PORT, OFFICER IN CHARGE 

MARINE INSP~ON AND Cc::M-fANDING OFFICER, MARINE SAFm'Y OFFICE 

MIAMI, FIDRIDA. I APPROCIATE THE OPPORIUNITY 'ID DISCUSS THE COAST 

GUARD'S RESPONSIBILITIES WITH REXiARD 'ID THE MIAMI RIVER. THE 

COAST GUARD IS A MEMBER OF THE MIAMI RIVER .MANAGEMENT CGMITI'EE 

AND WORKS. CIDSELY WITH LOCAL, STATE, AND OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES IN 

EFFORTS 'ID IMPROVE THE NAVIGATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL <X>NDITION OF 

THIS WATERWAY. 

AS YOU KNON, THE COAST GUARD IS A MULTI-MISSION SERVICE WITH MANY 

RESPONSIBILITIES WHICH REIATE 'ID MARINE TRANSPORTATION AND 

SAFETY. OUR SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES AND AUTHORITIES ARE 

CONTIUNED IN A NUMBER OF THE POLLUTION PREVENTION, VESSEL 

INSPECTION, AND NAVIGATION LAWS AND TRFATIES. WITH RESPECT 'ID 

PREVENTION AND MITIGATION OF WATER POLWTION, SEVERAL IAWS APPLY. 

UNDER SECTION 311 OF THE FEDERAL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ACT, AS 

AMENDED (33 U.S.C. 1321), THE COAST GUARD HAS BEEN DELEGATED 

ENFORCEMENT AND REMJVAL AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY IN CASES 

WHERE OIL OR HAZARDCXJS SUB.STI\NCES ARE DISCHARGED IN U.S. WATERS, 

THE WATER OF THE CONTIGUOUS ZONE, AND OTHER OFFSHORE AREAS. THE 

COAST GUARD'S RESPONSIBILITIF..5 REXiARDING MARINE SANITATION DEVICES 

ARE ALSO MANDATED IN SECTION 312 OF THIS ACT ( 33 USC 1322). THE 

ACT 'ID PRE.VENT POLllJTION FRCM SHIPS (33 U.S.C. 1901 ET SEQ.) 

IMPLEMEN!'S THE 1973 INTERNATIONAL CONVENI'ION FOR THE PRE.VENI'ION OF 

POLLUTION FRCM SHIPS, AS K>DIFIED BY THE PRO'IOCOL OF 1978 (MARPOL 

73/78), AND TASKS THE CXlAST GUARD WITH ITS ENFORCEMENT. 
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THIS CONVENTION LIMITED THE AmJNT OF OIL THAT MAY BE DISCHARGED 

AT SFA AND ES'mBLISHED RBJUIREMENTS FOR THE INSTALIATION OF 

POLliJTION ~ION EX;;PIPMENT SUCH AS OILY WATER SEPARA'IDRS AND 
~- -
~-

BiffiE DISCHARGE M:>NI'IDRS. IT ALSO SE'TS FORTH REQUIREMENTS THAT 

ALL PORTS AND TERMINALS MUST HAVE SUFFICIENT WASTE RECEPTION 

FACILITIES TO ACCCMDDATE cx::FAN GOINJ VESSELS SERVICED BY '!HE PORT 

OR TERMINAL. 

THE REFUSE ACT (33 U.S.C. 407) IS ENFORCED JOINTLY BY THE CCW3T 

GUARD AND THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF EOOINEERS AND HAS BEEN 

INTERPRETED TO PROHIBIT THE DISCHARGE OF VIR'IUALLY AN:l MATERIAL 

INTO THE NAVIGABLE WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES. WHEN VIOIATIONS 

OF THE REFUSE ACT ARE SUBSTANTIATED BY AN INVESTIGATION, THE U.S. 

ARMY CORPS OF :EM;INEERS MAY BE NOTIFIED FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION. 

SINCE THE ACT PROVIDES FOR CRIMINAL SANCI'IONS, THE CCW3T GUARD MAY 

INSTEAD REFER THE CASE DIRECl'LY TO THE DEPAR'IMENT OF JUSTICE. 

CHAPTER 37, TITLE 46 OF THE U.S. COOE AUTHORIZES THE CCW3T GUARD 

TO RmJIATE BULK LIQUID 'IRANSPORTATION. 

THE HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 'IRANSPORTATION ACT, TITLE I OF THE 

'IRANSPORTATION SAFETY ACT OF 1974 (49 U.S.C. 1801 ET. SEY.J.), 

AUTHORIZES THE RmJIATION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS OTHER THAN BULK 

LIQUIDS. 

THE PORT AND WATERWAYS SAFETY ACT (33 U.S.C. 1221 ET SEX2.) GIVFS 
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THE COi'.\ST GUARD THE BROAD AUTHORITY TO PRCMULGATE AND ENFORCE 

RmJIATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE SAFETY OF THE PORT ARFA IN REJ3ARD 

TO ~ THE SAFETY OF THE WATERFRONT, COOTROL OF VESSEL 

MJVEMENT, AND arHER MFASURES TO PRCMJTE SAFETY AND PREVENT 

POLLUTION OF THE WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

THE FORffiOIN:; ARE SPOCIFIC LOOAL AUTHORITIES FOR VARIOOS COAST 

GUARD ACTIVITIES. ON THE MIAMI RIVER, THESE ACTIVITIES CAN BE 

BROKEN DCl'iN INl'O SEVERAL BROAD CATEX30RIES. 

1. INSPOCTION OF DESIGNATED WATERFRONT FACILITIES AND K>BILE 

OIL TRANSFER FACILITIES 

2. BOARDIN:; OF ACTIVE VESSELS 

3. M:>NITOR:rn:; OF LAID UP CG1MERCIAL VESSELS 4. INVESTIGATION 

AND MITIGATION OF POLLUTION INCIDENTS 

THE ROUTINE WATERSIDE HARBOR PA'IROIS OF THE MIAMI RIVER, CCIIDUCTED 

BY CAPI'AIN OF THE PORT APPROXIMATELY '!WICE A WEEK, ARE AN 

EXCEf.I.F:NT TOOL TO: 

o I.OCATE POLLUTION; 

o DETECI' UNSAFE PRACTICES AND OJNDITIONS ABOARD VESSELS AND 

WATERFRONT FACILITIES; 

o I.OCATE ANY ARFAS ON THE RIVER WHERE NAVIGATIONAL HAZARDS 

EXIST; AND, 

o BY OOR PRESENCE, DRI'ER WOUllrBE VIOLATORS. WE RFACT 

n+1EDIATELY TO ANY REPORT OF POLLUTION. 
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DESIGNATED WATERFRONT FACILITIES, SUCH AS BREAK BULK AND 

CONTAINERIZED CARGO HANDLIN3 FACILITIES AUN; THE MIAMI RIVER, ARE 

INSPECI'ID AT LEAST ANNUALLY 'ID ENSURE CQ.1PLIANCE WITH THE 
:.__ __ ~., 

HAZARIXXJS ~ RffiULA.TIONS CONTAINED IN TITLE 4 9, CODE OF 

FEDERAL RffiULA.TIONS, PARTS 171 'l'HRU 176, THE INI'ERNATIONAL 

.MARITIME DANGEROOS GOODS CODE, AND THE DESIGNATED WATERFRONT 

FACILITY RffiULA.TIONS CONTAINED IN TITLE 33, CODE OF FEDERAL 

RffiULA.TIONS, PART 126. FREIGHT CCNI'AINERS ARE ALSO ROOTINELY SPOT 

CHOCKED 'ID ENSURE THE HAZARIXXJS MATERIAL RffiULA.TIONS HAVE BEEN 

ADHERED 'ID. IN FISCAL YEAR 1984, 48 OF THE M:>BILE MARINE OIL 

TRANSFER FACILITY OPERATIONS WERE MJNI'IORED WHILE THEY WERE 

BUNKERINJ VESSELS 'ID VERIFY CG1PLIANCE WITH THE RffiULA.TIONS 

CONTAINED IN TITLE 33, CODE OF FEDERAL RffiULA.TIONS, PARTS 154 AND 

156. THE CAPI7\IN OF THE PORT HAS ALSO RECENTLY BEEN 'msKED WITH 

THE INSPECT'ION AND CERTIFICATION OF ROCEPTION FACILITIES FOR WASTE 

OIL. THIS PRcx;RAM WILL BE CARRIED OOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 

RffiULA.TIONS ISSUED IN TITLE 33, CODE OF FEDERAL Rm.JIATICNS, PART 

158. HOT OORK PERMITS, FOR WELDIN:; OR BURNING OPERATIONS ON THE 

FACILITIES OR VESSELS f\OJRED THERID'O, ARE REX2lJIRED WHEN HAZARDOUS 

MATERIAIS ARE LCCATED IN THE VICINITY. 

THE COAST GUARD INSPOCTS AND MJNI'IORS CARGO OPERATIONS ON ACTIVE 

VESSELS 'ID ENSURE CG1PLIANCE WITH THE RffiULA.TIONS DFALING WITH 

VESSEL AND NAVIGATION SAFETY, MARINE SANITATION DE.VICES, FINANCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR OIL POLLUTION REMJVAL COSTS, POLLUTION 

PREVENI'ION, THE LOADLINE CONVENTION, MARPOL, SHIPMEN!' OF HAZARDOUS 

MATERIAIS, AND MERCHANT VESSEL MANNING. THE INSPECT'ION AND 
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MONI'IDRThG ARE CONDUCTED AT SIX MONTH INTERVALS, SO THE VESSEL IS 

VISITED AT I.FAST SEMI-ANNUALLY BY A COAST GUARD OCl..2\RDING TEAM AT 

SCME PORT ~--~ UNITED STATES. 

........._. __ ,\ • .J ... 

UNDER THE BROAD AUTHORITY OF THE PORTS AND WATERWAYS SAFEIY ACT, 

THE CAPTAIN OF THE PORT MIAMI HAS PIACED RESTRICTIONS ON VESSELS 

IN IAY-UE STA'IUS. IN THIS REX:;ARD, THE CAPTAIN OF THE PORT HAS 

PREPARED VESSEL IAY-UP PROCEDURES WHICH DE'm!L THE CONDITIONS AND 

RESTRICTIONS THAT MUST BE MET. THESE PROCEDURES ENSURE THAT THESE 

VESSEL.S ARE SAFE, ENVIRONMENTALLY SOOND, PRESENT NO UNDUE HAZARD 

'ID THE PORT, AND DO NOT RESTRICT OR OBSTRUCT NAVIGABLE WATERS. AT 

THE PRESENT TIME THERE ARE ELEVEN VESSEL.S IN IAY-UP STA'IUS AIDNG 

THE MIAMI RIVER. HCWE.VER, A aJRRENI' PROBLEM ON THE MIAMI RIVER IS 

THE NUMBER OF VESSEL.S NOT IN A IAY-UP STA'IUS WHICH HAVE BEEN 

NEm.OCTID AND ABANDC!'IBD. AT SCME STAGE, MANY OF THESE VESSEL.S 

HAVE BOCCME A HAZARD TO THE PORT IN THE FORM OF POTENTIAL FIRE OR 

POLLUTION THREATS, OR HAVE BEXXl-1E A HAZARD TO NAVIGATION BY 

SLIPPING THEIR KX)RINGS AND BI.DCKING THE CHANNEL. WHEN THE 

CAPTAIN OF THE PORT DETERMINES THE VESSEL DOES POSE A HAZARD TO 

NAVIGATION HE WORKS CLOSELY WITH THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF EN3INEERS 

WHO HAVE THE PRIMARY FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITY TO REMJVE WREO<S. IN 

THE CASE OF POLLUTION THRFATS, THE COAST GUARD MAY TAKE ACTION 

UTILIZING THE POLLUTION FUND ESTABLISHED UNDER SOCTION 3ll(K) OF 

THE FEDERAL WATER POLLUTION CON'IROL ACT TO MITIGATE THE THREAT. I 

OOTE THAT I.OCAL GROUPS HAVE AISO BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL IN OBTAINING 

Cl-lNERSHIP OF A NUMBER OF VESSEL.S AND HAVE .MruJE USE OF THEM IN THE 

ARTIFICAL REEF PRCX3RAM. THIS IS AN EXCETJ.ENT SOliJTION TO THIS 

PROBLEM, AND WE SUPPORT IT WHOLE-HEARTEDLY. 



ONE OF THE M.)ST IMPOR'rn.NT RESPONSIBILITIES EXOCUTED BY THE CAP1'AIN 

OF THE PORT IS HIS ENFORCEMENT OF THE FEDERAL WATER POLWTION 

CONTROL ACT. IN 1984, CAPTAIN OF THE PORT MIAMI RECEIVED 14 

REPORTS OF i;p1LLS OF OIL IN'1U THE MIAMI RIVER. 'ID DATE IN 1985, 

THERE HAVE BEEN 17 REPORTS OF OIL SPILIS. THERE HAVE BEEN NO 

REPORTED HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE RELEASES AI.DNG THE MIAMI RIVER DURDX; 

THIS TIME FRAME. E.VERY ONE OF THE REPORTED OIL SPILLS WAS 

INVESTIGATED, CIVIL PENALTY ACTION INITIATED WHEN A RESPONSIBLE 

PARTY WAS IDENTIFIED, AND/OR CLEAN UP ACTIONS TAKEN WHEN NEEDED. 

IN THEREE OF THESE INCIDENTS, THE CAPI'AIN OF THE PORT INITIATED 

FEDERAL CLEAN-UP ACTION. THIS ACTION RESULTED IN THE EXPENDI'IURE 

OF $5,627.21 FRCl-1 THE 3ll(K) POLLUTION FUND. 

THIS CONCLUDES MY STATEMENT. I WILL BE GI.AD 'ID ANSWER MN 

QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE. 


