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ltGMDING 

H.R. 2247 

A BILL TO COf\BQIDA TE Af'D ~ENACT CERTAIN CF THE Mi\RINE SAFETY 

AND ~AM\N'S ~LFARE LPWS CF TI-IE Uf'ITTED STATES 

MR. CHAIRM\N Af{) t1:ME£RS OF THE COf1i[TTEE: 

I AM R:AR Al11IRA.L Q 'rVE T. LUSK.· JR., CHIEF CF TI-IE CFFICE CF t1:R:Hi\NT 

Mi\RINE SAFETY. UNITED STATES GOA.ST a.JMD HEAOOUMTERS. I N1 H~ TODAY TO 

PRE~T TI-IE VIEWS CF TI-IE DEPARMNT CF TRA.f'.BRJRTATION -ON H.R. 2247, A 

PRCPOS\L TO COf\BQIDATE THE ~RINE SAFETY LIWS w-IICH Af\£ Al11INIST~D BY 

TI-IE CQf\ST GJMD. 



AS YOU NI: AWAJI:, THIS BOOY CF LfW HA) EVQ VED GRADUALLY Slt{I 17ffi, 

AS THE OOt-lJRESS RESffi'JOCD TO MARlNE DISASTERS, THE CHAt£It-l3 ECXN)MY, AND 

VARIOLS PLBLIC lNTERESTS. THIS EVQUTION HA) LED TO A TffiE 46 W-UCH 

ffi'JTAINS mJFUCTS AND DLPLICATION; Q\JE W-IICH IS CXNlJSit-lJ. a.MBERS)t-£, .AND 

OCCASIONALLY UNL6ABL.E. I NOfE THAT THE S.Pltt-£ OOLRf HA) ltFERF£D TO THIS 

BODY a= LAW AS "A MAZE a= F£GJLATI()J." 

THIS "MAZE" HA) LEFT INOJITRY CFTEN UNIBLE TO DETERMrNE WITH 

CERTAlNTY w-lA T IS REQLITF£D CF IT, AND THE COAST HJMD 00 OCCASION LNAElE TO 

DETERMrNE WITH CERTAlNTY W-IAT SfANDMDS IT SHOllD E~ORI. QJRF£NT 

:OOUSTRY PRACTICE IS TO F£LY ON A MIX CJ" LM, F£G.ILATI()J, (l}H)N ff:NSE. 

Cll>TOM. A~ TRADITION. IT IS TM TO BRING OfUER TO THIS AREA CF THE LM. 

ON 26 JANUARY 1933, ~NAlOR PACl4mD. CHAIRM\N CF THE ~NATE 

OOt-tn:TTEE ON OOMRCE, SCIEf\CE, AND TRAf\SPORT ATION. INTRCDLCED S. 46, A 

BILL TO OOt-SQIOATE AND F£ENACT CERTAIN CF THE MARINE WETY AND ~AM\N'S 

~LFM LMS CF THE UNITED STATES. S Lf6 WAS NEPRL Y IDENTICAL TO S. 2ffi0 

AND H.R. 7103 w-ITCH HAD HN INlRCI>La:D LATE IN THE 97TH OOf'mSS. 

H. R. 2247, FECEml.. Y INJRCXl.CED BY CHAlRM\N Sft.mS, IS A PRCPO&il VERY 

SIMILAR TO S. 46 AND al'JTAINS M\NY DRAFTit-l3 Il-'mOVEt-ENlS t-WJE BY THE LAW 

F£VISION COlfilL. IT. AMJ S. Lf6, HAVE NGJ BEEN. REVI&ED BY PERmJNEL CF THE 

CQ\ST rumo. THE 1-0USE m1MITTEE.S' AND ThNLMERAEl.E m1ME~IAL AND LEGAL 

ORJANIZA TIOf\6. lffiCLGl-OUT THIS LONG PROCESS THE CQ\ST (llAAD HA) 

STEM ASTL Y ArnEF£D TO THE PltMISE THAT THE BILL Sl-OJLD RE$.l T IN A 

ltSf ATEf"ENT CF THE EXISTING PRO/ISIONS CF TillE 46 Will-OUT SUBSf .ANl1V£ 

CHAt£E CF A (l}JlROVfRSIAL NATURE. 



PRIOR EFFORfS TO CL/ffiFY THIS BOOY (f L/W HAVE Nor t-ET wrrn S..CCESS. 

11-IE EFFORTS Cf 1929, 1949, 1ffi7, AND 1971 .ALL FAILED FOR REfiSONS W-O:CH HAVE 

NCJ..J BECOr-£ OBalJRE. 1-GEVER. Will-1 THE PRCPOS\L NCJ..J BEFOF£ Tl-£ cort1ITTEE. 

11-IE DRAFTERS HAVE, FID1 11-IE OUT~T, II.ENDED J11FROVEt1:NT IN 11-IE Ofbt\NIZATIGJ 

CF THE LIW A"1J CALJTIOLS RESPECT FOR THE RLLE THAT T~ S-OllD BE NO 

IDJlROVERSIAL s.BSfANTIVE a-Li\t£E. THE EXTENSIVE PARTICIPATION CF OOUSTRY, 

uern. THE BAR. At{) THE CONCH:SS IN THE DRA.FTING A~ REFlNING PROCESS HfiS 

PLACED A CENTURY-QD GO\L CF THE MARITM Cll1MJNITY Will-IJN Cl.JR GRASP. 

I aBMrT THAT THE CLO~ ~UilllY TO WHCH THESE PIECES Cf LEGISLATION 

HAVE El.EN s..BJECTED. Cll1BINED WITH THE PHILOOCPHY LIDER. Yif'KJ nus LOO 

LEGISLAID£ EFF-ORr, H~ PRmr£D A BILL W+ICH IS NCJ..J RI~ fOR PRESEITTATION 

TO 11-IE ENTIRE OO~RESS. THE CCY\ST G.JMD IE1\INS EAGER TO ffiOVIDE ITS 

CONTJNl[NG ASfilSTNCT IN HElPThG ro BRING THIS ENJEAVOR TO A ruGCESS:-LL 

rotn.USION. 

Nor E.VERY ACHCY WITHJN THE AC}[NISTPA TION H~ roM'l..ffiD IlS REVIEW 

Cf H.R. 2247. THEfffORE. t1)RE TECIMCAL Cll1t1:NTS M\YBE FORTHCDMit£. 

THlS COt'CUDES MY PREPARED Sf AmENT. I WILL BE HN'PY TO Af\6lf:R ANY 

illESfIONS YOU Mi\ Y HAVE. 


