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STATE.E S8 RORERT O, S1ESLEA, FoLS DL QT aL, T IE Y e
REGICH, ¥EDERAL H”lhTIOh ADY (NISTRLTACU, BEFORE THE HOUBE Wiub

AND MEANS COMMITITER, SURCOMMITIAE ON OVERSICRT, TONCERWING BSE
OF THE AIRPORT BND ATRWAY TRUST TURD IN HAWAIY, MARCH 31, 1879,

Mr. Chairman and Memnbers of the Suhcomnittee:

I am Robert Bieglewr, Director of FAA'a Pacific-~Asia Region. T
am respongible for caryying out FRAA prograws and activities in
the State of Hawaii and throu whout the Pacific, including
American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Maciana Istands, and the

T

Territory ©f the Pacific Isiands. I welcome the

]
r

T
oppeytunity to discuss the application of the Alrpoxt and
RBirway Trust Fund in Hawailil and other aviation matters relevant

to Hawaili.

I am aware of your concern for safety at Honoluvlu International
Alxrport and thyroughout Hawaii. Let me assure you that I share

your concern.

Since TAA Headguarters officials have appaared before this
Subseamitiee an several sccasions in the past year and have
already provided you with hackyround information concerping

Trust Fund prograns and an overview of improvements in. the

National Adrspace System since the Trust Fund was established

in 1970, I won't ropeat theose detadls.
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As vou kﬂow, the Adrpoxt and Rirway Develeopment Act ©f 1870,

as amended, contains authorizations for amounts which may be
utilized in vaxious categories such as Facilities and Eguipment
for fiscal years through 1980. I weuld like to hriefly discuss
the varitous categories of sxpenditures, how those authorizations
are translated to proyrams at the local level, and what use we

)

have made of those funds in the Pacific~Asia Region.

First, let me address the air navigation and cowmunication

system which so impertant to the safe and efficient use of
aixspace, The prograwming of funds from the smouants asuthorized
in this category is done at the natioral level bhased on
badgetary requasts submitted By each rzegion. The Pacific~Asia
Region has consistently been able to utilize in a timely fashion
monies made available to us - with the net vesult being a

significant improvement in the 2ir traffic centrol and air

navigation system in Hawaii.

For fiscal years 1971 through 1379, we have heen.allotted more

than $20 million for Facillities and Equipment (FLE) profects

in the State of Hawaii. This :dollar value represents only the
regional costs of construction and installation for F&E projects.

Nearly all of the electgonic rmavigation, communication, and air
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traffié'éantrol equipment has been purchosed by Washington
Headguartexs from a national pool of funds, We have sought
the most efficient ure of the funds allocated to us, and, in
the case of the few projects which have heen cancelled bacause

of chanying requirements or priorities, funds have bzen

xegallocated to othexr projocts.

Major F&E projecits funded in Hawaili during this peried inciude;

~~Auntomation of the Honolulu Alr Route Traffic Control

Center. This progrom includes modernization of the Center,

ingtallation of a Power Conditioning System, installation of
an Enroute Automated Radar¢ Tracking System at the Centern..

establisbment of Air Traffic Contrceol Radar Bezeon Systems at
Pshoa, Hawaiil, and Haleakala, Maui, and remoting of radar
heacon information from the Natiomal Guard radax at ¥Eokee,

Rauai.

~-~Replacement of the obsclete long range wilitary radax
system at Mt. Kaala with a modern Alx Route Surveillance

Radar system (ARBR~-3).

-~-Installation of an Aixport Surveillance Radar syshtem at

Hilo Airport including an hatomated Radar Texiinal System (ARIS

1I).
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-—-Establishment of an Instrument Landing System at . .Runway

3R at Honolulu Internaticonal ypovt,
~-~Eatablishment of an instrument approach system for Runway
26L at Honolulu International Aivport consisting of a Localizer

Directionnl Aid with Distance Heasuring Equipmenit and an

l

‘each lighting system, This procedfure will provide

!

I
./
:.;.L fadls

‘ronic and visual overwater guidance approach to the

w
foued
&
(-,

Jny

Reef Runway during Kona weather conditions.

’

--Batablishment of Approsch Lighting Systens at Hahulvi

Maul Runway 2 and Wonolulu Interpnational Airporits Runway 4R.

~-Relocation of the Air Traffic Control Towers at Hilo and
Ronoluluw International Airports, cstablishment of ar interim
tower at Holokai Adxport, and the expansion and upgrading of

the Combined Station. Tower at Kahului Alrport,

~~Enhancenent of the Honolulu Internatioral Control Tower
Automated Radar Tracking Systom (ARPS ¥1I) to incorporate

features for conflict alert and minimum safe altitude warning.

=~The conversion of the Approach Lighting Systems at Jilo

anG ¥ona to frangible systens.
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During'the past eight years, we have added and modernized
Facilities and egquipment to keep pace with needed systom
improvements and. technological advances for enhanced cpara-

tional safety and efficiency.

we will, of course, continue to assess the nced for additional
facilities and eguipment within the Region, and reguest approval
of additional projects through our annual budget subnissions to
Wwashington.

For information purposes, I have attached to thie statement a

sumnary of major F&E projects whiich were completed between 1971

and@ 1979 or which are presently underwuay.

With regard to planning grants, Section 13 of the Ajvport and
Airwvay Development Act of 1670, as amended, authorizes the
Seoretary of Transportation to make grants to planning agencies
for airport system planning and to public agencies for airport
master planning. The maximum authorized under this portion of
the. Act is $15 million per yeaxr nationwide. To date, we have
issued planning grants to the State of Rawail for over $609,000.
Those grants have been used to develeop a State Alrpoxrt System
Plan; to prepare a study of the possible sites for a general

aviation aitrport on QOahu; to prepare a master plan for the.
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long~range development of the Lihue Airport; and for a com-
prehensive master planning effort now geiting underway at
Aonolulu International Adrport. We anticipate some additional
funding for the completion of the lonolulu Intexnational Rirport

master pian this fiscal vear.

Insofar as the Airport Development Aid Program is concecned,
Section 14 (a) of the Act authorizes the Secretary to make
granta for various typés of airpoxt developrment., W2 are quite
pleased with what we have been able to accomplish under this
proygram in cooperatlon with tﬁe State of Hawzaii. BAS you are
awaxe, the Department of Transportation for the State of Hawali

is the operator of all public ajrports in the State.

All of the funds apportioned to the State under the passenger
enplanenent formula of the Act have been consistently granted
to the State. Additionally, a very substantial shere of the
discretionary fund has been made available to Hawail because
of the high'ériority nature of many of the projects to be

undertaken.

Since 1370, over $78 million in Federal funds have been
provided to the State in the form of yrants to improve Hawaii's

airports. Another $§10.7 millioen is available for obligation in
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Fizcal Year 1979, and a like amount will be available. for

b1

grants in ¥Fiscal Year 1980. Over that period of time, grants
have been approved for 37 projects at aiv carrier alxports and
one at a general aviation airport. I have included a suwnmagy

of projects. through Fiscal Year 1978 as an attachment to this

statement.

FProbably the mest significant project in Hawaii to date has

bzen the construction of the Reef Runway at Honolulu Inter-

Lo

national Airporxt. The United States' share for this comstruction
was $£45.8 million. ‘The Reef Runway, completed in 1977, was the

first major runway construction in the country to withstand
legal challenge undexr the National Envirenmental Policy Act of
1869, Today, the Reef Runway is a model for safety; noise

abatemsnt and associated environmental concerns, and addead

operaticnal benefit.

Since 1973, and incident to the airport certification reguicements
under Part 139 of the Federal Aviation Regulations, wa have
assisted the State in the pucchase of crash-fire rescue vehicles
at Honcluln and outer island airports. We have also participated
in censtruction of buildings to house those vehicles. Also in
coennection with the airport certification program, we have made
grants for airport perimeter (encing and other asscciated

security reguirements,







- B -
We have also participated in other projects for the construction
of taxiways, aircraft parking aprens, and for the installation.
of visual runway approach aids, runway marking and alrvcraft

guidance signs.

Several wmajor new improvencnts are planned for Hawaii under the
Aicpoct Development Aid Program, kAt Kalhului, we have been
working on projsots to strzngthen the runways and to improve
the airport lighting systemw; at Hile, to improve the safety
areas surrounding the cunways; at Honolulu, to construct
additional aircraft parking agrons, and to élear trees to
improve line-of-sight for controllers; and, at Lihue, to
censtruct a new runway which we bheliceve is sorely needed to

decrease noise impact and to offer operational enhancement.

Mr. Chairman, that ig a brief sumnation of our grant and F&E
programs in Hawaii. I'd like to briefly discuss now some other
aviation accomplishments in Hawail and to mention what 1 see

as some aviation problems in the State.

Due largely to a significantly increasing tourist industry,
Honmolulu Intevnational hirport has experienced a 15 percent
overall increase in operations in calendar ycar 1978 over
calendar yvear 1877, There were 379,086 takeoffs and landings

at Honolulu in 1978; an inarease of mora than 49,000 operations
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over those cenducted in 1977. The breakdown of opexations is
as follows: air carrier~-121,056; air taxi--85,532; general
aviation--137,593; and militaxy~~-34,905, Aix carvrier
operaiions increased six percent, air taxis increased 25
percent, general aviation increased 20 perecent, and military

increased six percent.

Honolulu International is now the 29th busiest U.S. airport and
ranks tenth in the number of enplaned passengers. Because of
the large‘nWﬂbers of oporations at the ailrvport, the mix of aix
carrier, general aviation, anﬁ military aircraft, and the
mountainous terrain north of the airport which limits aircraft
maneavering area,'ﬁonalulu International Alxpert has an
extremely complex aijr traffic environment.

To reduce the aircraft mix at Honolulw, the State has for a
sumber of years been considering sites on the Island of Oahu

for a general aviation reliever airport. In fact, we helped
financa. theixr study hy issuing o planning grant. The establish-
ment of a reliever airport has, however, been the sulrziect of
'continuing discussion involving the State, the Defense
Department, and residents in the vicinity of all potential
sites. We believe that additional gencral aviation airports

on Oahu are uxgently neaded for safety and efficiency. 1In

.
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fact, that view was espressed by the Administrator in.a
recent letter to Governor Ariyoshi. While we believe that
the need for general aviation airports is recoynized by all
concerned, this has not resulted in any basic agreement as.

to how that objective is to be achieved.

We feel that the use of existing military aixports on QOahu in.

agdition to that’preséﬁtly'beiﬂg made of Ford Island and
Dillingham should be fully and objectively considered. It

seems only reasonable that some ayreement and accommodation

could be wcrked-out in the public interest. Such acaommodéticnﬁy*~
egven.on a relatively shért-texm basis could bring a significant
degree of early relief while the State continues its efforts to
select and develop a new full setvice general aviatieon airport

which at best is three to five ycars away.

The Department of Defense has advised us that they stand ready-
to promptly cofsideér "and respond to any specific suggestions.

which may be made in this regaxd.

On another matter, you are probably aware that we arxe
considering a proposal to establish a Group II terminal control
area (TCA} at Honolulu. A terminal control area is an airspace

configuration which provides a high level of separation safety
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throughfthe exercise of positive control over all aircraft
operating within the TCA. We have cccently held an informal
airspace meeting to solicit public comment on the proposal. If
a decigion is made to estalbish a TCA at Honolulu, the TCA will
probably be implemented late in 1979. TCAs are also being
considered for implcmentatién at Kahului in lQHGlanﬂ Lihua in.

1984.

There are a nunber of other airspace actions weg have taken to
increase safety and efficiency in the airspace botween Hawail
and the mainland., TFor exauple, since 1876, conposite en xoute
sepavation. has been used at and above 29,000 fest on aix
crganized routes between Hawaii and the mainland. Cowmposite
separation is achieved by a combination of 50 mile lateral and
1,000 feet vertical separation of aircraft. Further, we have
recently implenented one way, east-west, traffic flows which
provide a more efficient and expeditious means of altitude

»

assignment with an end result of substantizl fuel savings. ta

by

air carriers,

We are also reconfiguring the militavy warning areas in the
vicinity of the Hawaiian Islands so that civil aviation is
better accommodated., The reconfigonration was planned by the

Region in coordination with the military so that national







defense interests would not be compromised. Where realignment

ey

of warning arcas has been determined not to be practical,
letters of procedure are being develuped ko permit civil use
~©f warning areas when they are not being used by the military.

a worz efficient en voute alrway structura o and fyrom the

State should be the resnlt.

One last point I'd like to mention is oug regional proyram to
modernize £ilight service capabilitices in the State of Hawali by
raiocating the Homolulw Tliqhz Service Staticon o larger
quArteys in. cur Diamond Head Centey building., Those quaxters'

will contain all new equipment, additional operating positions,

2 conditioned power source, and other improvements, The plan

m.

includes remoting all flight scyvice functions in the State to
this one fulleservice, Z4-hour astivity. Auvtomation and other
fantures such as Enroute Flight Advisory Service (BFARY will be
implementad as funding Lbecomes available. By combining State-

wide functions, many «lewents of the Natiwnal‘FSS automation

Program may be applied o Honolaluw Flignht Serv HFration.

Mr. Chairman, that concludes my prepored statement. My
colleagues and I will he pleased Lo rospond to any gosptions

vhich vou may have at this Line,

s g g
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