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Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to appear before your Subcommittee to testify 

on behalf of the Department of Transportation (DOT) on the 1977 National 

Travel Survey. 

The Department of Transportation has a continuing need for accurate 

and timely information on the travel patterns of the American people. 

We need to collect flow data and movement volumes such as those obtained 

in the National Travel Survey in order to improve our capability to 

estimate national travel flows. We need these data as a basis for 

forecasting future demand for movement of people. These forecasts, in 

turn, serve as a basis for estimating future needs for transportation 

facilities, vehicles, services and general improvements in operations. 

If the data collected for these and other related purposes are to have 

maximum utility, broad national coverage is essential. 

Most intercity travel activity is by automobile. Yet, it is this activity 

for which we have the least information. The National Travel Survey has 

been our principal source of publicly available data for household-based 

intercity and inter-regional travel within the United States. However, 

the scope of the survey and the sample size have been restricted, and 



therefore, only limited conclusions about patterns of travel by 

population can be drawn from the resultant data. 
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Decisions about data collection methodology and survey design tend to 

be a function of user requirements as well as of the availability of 

resources. 

In order to improve the Department's effectiveness in reaching national 

transportation goals, we believe that the National Travel Survey should 

be expanded. The proposed expanded National Travel Survey will produce 

a comprehensive national data base on personal travel and will serve as 

the foundation for coordinated socio-economic research throughout the 

Department. Also, it will support information requirements of those in 

the transportation industry who use or provide transportation services. 

Discussions between the DOT and the Bureau of the Census concerning the 

details for an expanded National Travel Survey began in January 1975. 

The Bureau of Census, with close DOT staff cooperation, has spent 

substantial time in attempting to work out a plan that would satisfy the 

needs of the Department, as well as the tourist industry and many other 

significant users. The Plan includes national and state level estimates 

of not only the long trips of 100 miles or more collected in the 1972 

National Travel Survey, but also the short and intermediate trips. 

This plan provides for a mail contact with a sample design of 40,000 

households. These households will be obtained from Current Population 
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Survey households, including the recently introduced State Supplemental 

Sample. This Sample will provide improved statistical reliability over 

the 1972 National Travel Survey for the published states and will enable 

publication of additional state level statistics. 

A proposed plan which we endorse provides for all 40,000 households to 

receive a mail survey questionnaire in April, July and October of 1977, 

and January of 1978. Each quarter, the households will report travel for 

the preceding three-month period. After the first quarterly report is 

filed by the household, a summary of trips taken will be sent to the 

respondents. 

To obtain detailed data for all travel, including local as well as 

out-of-town travel, a subsample of 20,000 households will be selected 

from the mail household sample and a survey will be administered by a 

personal interview. During this interview, the respondent will be asked 

to list all trips made during the previous one or two days, and in 

addition, any trips of 25 miles or more made during the previous seven 

days. This subsample will produce national estimates only. Another 

important issue to consider is the need to conduct home interviews 

throughout the entire year. In the 1969-1970 Nationwide Personal 

Transportation Study, we felt that temporal bias resulted because home 

interviews were concentrated in one week of each quarter. Thus, in 

order to obtain detailed data for all travel, DOT recommends that a 
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portion {approximately 400) of the 20,000 households to be personally 

interviewed, be interviewed each week during the survey year so that 

effects of holiday and non-holiday periods will be accounted for properly. 

The Census Bureau plans to conduct a comprehensive mail/personal interview 

pretest. This effort is designed to resolve still existing uncertainties 

concerning difference in response by the use of mail questionnaire or 

personal interview methods for the long trip data collection. The ultimate 

design of the 1977 NTS will depend on the results of the pretest. 

Last week, the Census Bureau proposed an alternate plan, in case results 

from the pretest are unfavorable for collecting the proposed data by the 

mail-out, mail-back technique. This plan provides for a sample size of 

approximately 22,000 households surveyed by personal interview, instead of 

40,000 households by the mail technique. The geographic coverage and 

detail would be about the same as that obtained in 1972. The sampling 

errors - the differences between the estimates obtained and the results 

theoretically obtainable from a comparable complete coverage survey -

would be substantially greater than the 40,000 sample. The reference 

period would be the preceding three months. The sample size (20,000 

households) and survey technique to obtain data for all travel (local 

as well as out-of-town) would remain unchanged from that proposed for 

the first plan. 

This concludes my statement, Mr. Chairman, and I shall be glad to answer 

questions. 


