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H. n. 435'±. a UH: "'fo ~11nend section 127 of the "U. S. Code rel2~Unz 
to vchi ch: ·,· .. 'i.~tl1 Jirni~:::.lic.1-:~' o;-i tl1c I:~i_(:~-~~u1te Systcrn, in 01·dc1: to 
jne;-c;1se s;:cl1 Ji;~~diaticns ior inotor buses.'' 
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Ct~1:.:;11ittcc 011 l)~J~J1lc \\/l~ll.~;~s. 

a given ~~t:Jtc under its L11.rs or rcg1.:laiio:-1s in effect on J;tnuci.ry 1, 1971, w1~1cll·-

Currcriay, Federal higti\\'::y le::~islahon _(23 U.S. C. 127) aHovrn. '.1.-ithoFi. lo:'>s 

of a St<:tc•' s apportioned Interstate funds, L•uses \1,·ith a rr:.~t);~:num -,,;il~th of 

ninety-si~·: inc~hcs, 01· in the alt.crn~1_ti1'e, U:e m:-t:-::in~um i 1.ridths r)e:cmilted unclc~1· 
.; 

State }3\\-s 01· :ref;u18.tions which v:erc in eff0ct on ,Tdy 1, 1£156, anc~ February L 

1 n i~Q ... 1· ~l h 1- ,-, c: 1'., ··t t' 0 f.f 'l'\' r, i· 1· v v ". '.1 ,_ - , l) t... ..... ..1.' • 4..l • 

The Deparl ·ncnt of Transportation recc.znizes th'lt certc:..in benefits v:ill 

perhaps accrue to the bl1 S riders, the 1x~;:,; oper::i.tors, and the public gene,t-f~lly 

While \1:2·havc no defir:i!ii·c 
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al>l.e to ;-;upply study materials relating to the overall \'alue of thc[;e buses. 

The p1:adical effect of H. H. '1354 woulcl be to.allow 102-inch buses, 

which now operate lrnv fully on certain higb'.i.'ays under State permits, to also 

utilize the Interst::iie System. This propos:tl is identical to H. H. 11619 which 

was considered by this Committee during the first session of the 91st Congress. 

In our previous testimony, safety was our primary consider2tion in our 

review of the propos~il. rt is still our primary concern. Based on the extent 

of our analysis to d~;_ie 1,vith regard to tbe potential benefits and safety hazards 

which wouJc1 result from the pl'oposed increased bus width, the Dcpartrncnt 

cannot support enacirncnt of II. n. 4354 at this time. \Ve will attempt to arrive 

at. a definit i \'e conclu::>ion as to the actual aclvar.tages or disadvantages in a 

reasonable period of time and advise this Comrnitiee as to our final m·erall 

In addition~ in the past we made some specific recommendations of a 

technical nature which we still feel are :1.pplicable. 

First, \Ve recor.nmcnd that the words -"officially appro\rccl" should be 

inserted immediately before "safety devices" in line 3 of page 2 of the bill to 

limit such de\' ices to ihose required or permitted by Federal, State or local 

law or regulation. This language would proliibit th~ indiscriminate attachment 

of devices to \'ehicles in the name of safety, which rnay in effect create 

greater hazards than they are designed to pre\'ent. 
l 
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Second, we recommend elimination of the reference to ··tire bulg·e due to 

loads" in line 3, page 2 of H. R. 4354. This "tire bulge" language ori;in:.tted 

m~my years :t.go \vhcn ·\'Chicles \n: re being conn:rted from solid or hi~!1 pressure 

pneumatic ti res to the pneumaqc ti res of tod::i.y. The necessity for this 

cxccpticm no lon"cr cxi~;!.s. 
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Third, the date, "June 30, 1870", in line 3, page 1 of the bill should be 

amended to rc'ml ''June ~rn. 1972", to prcwicic for application of tl18 bill to 

fiscal year r;pportionrnenis which han) not already been made. 

Fourth, we recommend that the definition of "~1ot or buses" be elirninatc::i 

from Uw propnsod section 127(b) and be included in the definitions section oi 

· title 23 which is section 101. T11is tcclrnical amendment is considered 

desir'.lble so th~i.t all definitions in tiilc 23 will be included in the same sectic:;.. 

As we continue our·an3Jysis of this subject it is our .feeling that the 

experience of operating 22 ~ 000 b·uses of 102 inches width on local routes in ::-.~ 

U.S. ancl on Jon~ hZtul route.'; in Canada anc1 on cert.::tin portions of U.S. tur:~~-.::~·.:. 

b!H.rnH1 1Jro1.rwc a ci2.ta base with -.·:hicl1 to e\·alu:lie iLe safety aspects cor:.nec:e~~ 

with thc:-;e buses. Howc\'er, as I mc:1iioncd earLcr we are not ready to st:;~::-:·: 

enactment of this bill ~t this time, but we wHl continue our efforts in study~:-.;-
. . 

this matter and \1:Hl rn;:ike m:r recommcnchtions <'ffailable to this Committe:::. 

Tl1an1:~ you very much. 
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